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JESUS IS COMING! 

As always in moments of new confidence in the sweep of the 
gospel message, we find a reaction to a literalistic interpretation of 
the Scriptures. Such a study lends itself to distinctness of pres- 
entation, to diagrams, to the pleading of proof-texts. Its method 
especially appeals to the lay mind, and huge sums of money are 
being spent to further it. No propaganda was ever more generously 
financed than is that of premillenarianism. Among many sincerely 
Christian people it has become a theological obsession under whose 
influence they bitterly oppose any attempt to use biblical records 
except by their own method of interpretation of prophecies. 

This revived literalism identifies the record of what the early 
Christians believed about the gospel with the gospel itself. 

Naturally it fails to be interested in efforts to apply the teach- 
ing of Jesus to social conditions. If Jesus is immediately to return, 
it is idle to attempt to Christianize a society that must soon pass 
away. So the early Christians believed; so their modem represen- 
tatives believe. 

Such indifference to the social bearings of the gospel might well 
be unnoticed if it had not become propaganda injurious to the 
real gospel of Jesus. In this world-crisis we need the revelation 
of eternal truth rather than the revival of Jewish hopes of the 
early Christians. 

It is a serious matter to divert the attention of a world from the 
principles of Jesus Christ and his call to give social justice. The 
man who believes in a social gospel believes whole-heartedly in the 
regeneration of individuals, but he knows enough about individuals 
to believe that their salvation is more than their rescue. The 
denunciation of all sorts of vulgar sins, the making of men over from 
drunkards into good fathers, is a part of our Christian mission, but 
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the power of the gospel is not exhausted by the maintenance of 
social respectability. What the world needs just now is the gospel 
that Jesus himself preached — that love is more powerful than the 
doing of injury, that blessing is more effective than vituperation, 
because God is Love as well as Law. 

Any teaching, no matter how sincere, which holds that the 
attempt to Christianize society is contrary to the spirit of Jesus, 
which seeks only to save souls from a world which is to be destroyed, 
which believes that the Heavenly Father has failed spiritually and 
must resort to fire and destruction to succeed, limits the redeem- 
ing message of the life and death of the Son of God. It can never 
hope to win a world like ours, for it cannot build itself into the con- 
structive forces of the world that is in the making. 

Yet with these premillenarian hopes we have this profound 
sympathy: they magnify the fact that Jesus must reign in human 
lives and human life before God's will can be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. 

But according to his own gospel, Jesus must reign in the spirit 
of Calvary rather than in that of world-destruction. His father 
must save rather than destroy. His presence is spiritual and his 
conquest is a spiritual process in which individuals and society are 
transformed. Thus will the Kingdom of God come even as it is 
now coming. 

This is a truly Christian premillenarianism — the inner and divine 
content of that hope the first Christians set forth in the pictures of 
Jewish messianism. This we must set forth in terms which shall 
do for our day what apocalyptic imagery did for their day. For 
we, like them, are saved by a hope ! 



